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Rank July 1, 2003 July 1, 2002 July 1, 2001 July 1, 2000
Estimates 

Base Census
1 New York city NY 8,085,742 8,072,011 8,055,166 8,017,078 8,008,654 8,008,278
2 Los Angeles city CA 3,819,951 3,785,169 3,743,821 3,703,930 3,694,742 3,694,820
3 Chicago city IL 2,869,121 2,882,264 2,893,024 2,895,444 2,896,047 2,896,016
4 Houston city TX 2,009,690 2,001,136 1,977,218 1,958,258 1,953,633 1,953,631
5 Philadelphia city PA 1,479,339 1,488,780 1,499,758 1,513,684 1,517,550 1,517,550
6 Phoenix city AZ 1,388,416 1,368,246 1,345,193 1,325,715 1,321,190 1,321,045
7 San Diego city CA 1,266,753 1,254,681 1,244,347 1,228,196 1,223,429 1,223,400
8 San Antonio city TX 1,214,725 1,193,367 1,170,116 1,154,897 1,151,305 1,144,646
9 Dallas city TX 1,208,318 1,205,887 1,202,353 1,190,334 1,188,589 1,188,580

10 Detroit city MI 911,402 921,759 933,827 946,765 951,270 951,270
11 San Jose city CA 898,349 897,349 904,358 898,071 895,193 894,943
12 Indianapolis city (balance) IN 783,438 782,761 783,956 781,692 781,864 781,870
13 Jacksonville city FL 773,781 760,837 748,288 736,415 735,617 735,617
14 San Francisco city CA 751,682 761,983 774,611 776,602 776,733 776,733
15 Columbus city OH 728,432 723,385 719,863 713,308 711,265 711,470
16 Austin city TX 672,011 669,675 671,447 660,413 656,562 656,562
17 Memphis city TN 645,978 646,624 647,256 649,809 650,100 650,100
18 Baltimore city MD 628,670 636,479 645,305 648,557 651,154 651,154
19 Milwaukee city WI 586,941 589,637 592,032 595,951 596,974 596,974
20 Fort Worth city TX 585,122 568,913 554,714 543,677 541,099 534,694
21 Charlotte city NC 584,658 576,874 570,291 560,330 557,834 540,828
22 El Paso city TX 584,113 575,407 569,766 565,212 563,657 563,662
23 Boston city MA 581,616 587,921 591,658 589,332 589,141 589,141
24 Seattle city WA 569,101 569,271 569,041 564,132 563,376 563,374
25 Washington city DC 563,384 569,157 572,716 571,437 572,059 572,059

Geographic area

Table 2: Population Estimates for the 25 Largest U.S. Cities based on July 1, 2003 Population Estimates: April 1, 2000 to 
July 1, 2003

Population estimates April 1, 2000


